Antoine’s Belgium Racing Experience – Week 2
Week 2 the racing wasn’t until the
weekend so we had the whole week for
riding and activities. We planned a long
ride out to do 4 of the cobbled classic
climbs. The cobbles are so rough that I
thought my bike was going to fall apart.
The Koppenberg was my favorite out of
the 4 we rode as the cobble were not too
harsh and it was really steep. I cannot
remember the name of the other climbs
but all I can say is that they were hard.
We stopped in Oudenarde on the way
back for coffee and waffles. Oudenarde is
a really nice town with great riding. We
stopped for photos of the Cathedral.

The rest of the week were just endurance
rides for 2hrs. Saturday was the first race of
the week in Dentergem. I was not feeling too
good so I rode to the race to see if I would
feel better. Unfortunately I didn’t but started
the race anyway. I pulled out after 7 laps with
a really bad headache, the heat during the
race didn’t help either.

Sundays race was much better at Langemark‐
Hagebos. The race started off with a decent pace, a
break had not gone until the second lap. I was sitting
in the bunch and working to chase it back. We
ended up catching it with 9 laps to go, a group with
some of the strongest riders went after we caught
the break but I was boxed in and didn’t make it. A
couple attacks went to bridge but none of them
worked. After about 5 attempts I was rolling a turn
on the front and a rider went so I decided to go with
him. Nobody chased so we started working together
to try catch the break, but the gap was already quite
large. We got down to 15seconds from the break
but never made it. We stayed away from the
peloton for the next 7 laps of the race and put a
4min gap on the bunch, with the break putting
1:30min into us. I ended up on the front in the sprint
and tried to swing off but the other rider beat me by
a wheel length. I ended up coming 6th which I am really happy with as me and the other
rider worked really hard to stay away and this is my best result yet. I came to Belgium
wanting a top 10 and I have achieved that. Next goal is a podium. The results were in the
newspaper the next day with a race report except it is in Flemish.

